Biospecific affinity elution.
Affinity chromatography's main achievement has been to make use of a biologically significant interaction between a macromolecule and its ligand to separate the desired component from a complex mixture. Having used this interaction to pull out the required component, it is necessary to reverse the process so that it is liberated and the adsorbent regenerated. Although this can usually be done by a non-specific method, any contaminants that have also been attracted to the adsorbent are likely to be eluted along with the desired component. Use of biospecific affinity elution, in which the interaction is displaced by inclusion of free ligand in the eluting buffer, can minimize co-elution of unwanted contaminants.